
General Event Information & Ride Updates:
www.trailoftears-remembrance.org

Toll Free 1-877-TOT-TRIP (868-8747)

The Trail of Tears Remembrance Ride is Organized by
A Non-Profit Board of Directors

Held the 3rd Weekend of every
September Rain or Shine!

REMEMBRANCE MOTORCYCLE RIDE

Riding To
Remember

Experienced Motorcycle
Riders Are Invited To Join In The

Largest Organized
Motorcycle Ride In

History (Est. 100,000 To
150,000 Motorcycles) To

Remember Native
American Heritage & The

Tragic Trail of Tears

ALL LOGOS AND DESIGNS USED BY THE TRAIL OF TEARS REMEMBRANCE ASSOCIATION, INC. HOLD
COPYRIGHTS AND/OR FEDERAL TRADEMARKS AND MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT PRIOR
WRITTEN CONSENT. THIS INCLUDES THE TERM “TRAIL OF TEARS REMEMBRANCE MOTORCYCLE RIDE”
OR ANY ABBREVIATION THEREOF. MONIES RECEIVED FOR OFFICIAL TRAIL OF TEARS MERCHANDISE
ARE ACCEPTED AS DONATIONS WHICH BENEFIT NATIVE AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL PROJECTS.
UNAUTHORIZED USE IS ILLEGAL AND SUBJECT TO PROSECUTION.

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP
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Corporate Sponsor Levels
Silver - $500
Web site display to include:

●● Company/Individual Name
●● Address/Contact Information
●● Link To Sponsor’s Web site

Sponsor Banner In Florence

Gold - $2000
Web site display to include:

●● Company/Individual Name
●● Address/Contact Information
●● Link To Sponsor’s Web site

Sponsor Banner In Florence
Print Flyer Sponsor Acknowledgement
2 VIP Ride Passes
TOT Merchandise
Discounted Vendor Space

Platinum - $5000
TOT Web site display to include:

●● Company/Individual Name
●● Address/Contact Information
●● Link To Sponsor’s Web site

Sponsor Banner In Florence
Print Flyer Sponsor Acknowledgement
4 VIP Ride Passes
TOT Merchandise
Banner/Signage On TOT Vehicle To Okla-
homa
Hotel Accommodations In Florence
Free Vendor Space In Florence
Our Official Web site Receives Over 
100,000 Hits Annually
Your Donations are Tax Deductible
The Trail of Tears Remembrance Association, Inc. 
is a 501 (c) (3) Corporation

Purpose
Native American scholarships, other educational activi-
ties, and expenses connected with the ride, are funded 
from the proceeds of merchandise acquisitions, donations 
from corporate sponsors and vendor fees from the pow 
wow held at the main ride from Chattanooga to McFar-

land Park in Florence, AL.

The Association may install historical markers in the states 
through which it passes (Oklahoma, Georgia, Tennessee 
Alabama, North Carolina, Mississippi and Arkansas). 
Money may also be donated to colleges in these states for 
Native American scholarships. TOTRAI may also help 
other organizations to further educate and bring awareness 

to the Trail of Tears History.

Trail of Tears Remembrance Association Statement
The Annual Trail of Tears Motorcycle Ride was started in 
1994 by Bill Cason to mark one of the trails used during 
the1 838 removal of Native Americans from their home-
lands in the Southeast to Oklahoma. The ride started at 
Ross’s Landing in Chattanooga, TN with eight riders and 
ended with 100 riders in Waterloo, AL. The ride has now 
grown to over 150,000 riders, making it the largest orga-

nized motorcycle ride in the world.

Mr. Cason, originator and leader of the Trail of Tears 
Motorcycle Ride for the past 13 years, has chosen the 
Trail of Tears Remembrance Association, Inc. (TOTRAI) 
to assist in the management of the event beginning in 
2007. (The ride was previously sanctioned by the AL-TN 
Trail of Tears Corridor Association.) The TOTRAI Board 
of Directors is made up of all volunteers from Alabama, 
Tennessee, Georgia, North Carolina, and Wisconsin and 
are the individuals who have worked diligently for the 
past 13 years to make this ride a success. The Association 
has completed its goal of marking the trail with road signs 
and it now proposes to assist the Five Civilized Tribes in 
the Southeast and Oklahoma through Native American 
scholarships and educating the public about the Trail of 

Tears Removal Act of 1838.

Trail Of Tears History
The Indian Removal Act of 1830 called for the voluntary 
or forcible removal of all Indians from the eastern United 
States to the state of Oklahoma. May of 1838 marked 
the deadline for voluntary native removal, many people 
agreed to move, however many refused. The military was 
prepared to use force and did so under the command of 
General Winfield Scott. General Scott ordered the round-
up and removal of over 17,000 Cherokees who refused to 
leave. So began the Cherokee “Trail of Tears”, one of the 
darkest episodes in relations between th United States and 

Native Americans.

The process was swift and brutal. Detachments of soliders 
arrived at every Cherokee house and drove men, women 
and children out of their homes with only the clothes on 
their backs. They were forced into encampments while 
awaiting removal. The first group was taken by boat 
across Alabama after leaving Ross’s landing. Great hard-
ship and death became part of their journey. Food and 
supplies were limited and disease was rampant. In June 
of 1838, the rivers were too low for travel. The last group 
was sent by land to Waterloo, where they reloaded and 
continued. Because of so much hardship, all remaining 
were carried on different routes. As many as 4,000 deaths 
occurred because of this forced removal of civilized Na-

tive Americans from their rightful homes.

The Creeks were from Alabama and Georgia. They gave 
up millions of acres of land and homes. Many were put 
into chains and taken to Oklahoma. Over 14,000 were re-
moved, with over 3,500 dying. They traveled thru the Tus-
cumbia area and camped near Spring Park. The Chicka-
saw were people from Alabama, Tennessee and Kentucky. 
They also suffered the same indignation. The Choctaw 
were from Alabama and Mississippi. Over 14,000 were 
sent to Oklahoma, however approx. 5,000 remained in 
Mississippi and lower Alabama. During the Seminole 
removal from Florida, a group split and entered into the 
swamps.  There they fought the U.S. for 7 years, and were 

nevered conquered.

Join us as we honor those from the past who 
traveled this “Trail of Tears”. Let us learn from 
this mistake, accept each other as we are, and walk  

together in peace.


